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9th April 2010

Comments on Devon County Council’s 
“Future of Transport in Exeter”
2020 Vision Exeter is a project developed as a Facebook group in order to create a fundamental change of attitude in Exeter about Climate Change.  Because climate change is serious we in turn have to get really serious about climate change.

It is this context that our comments are framed.

As part of our response, we include the relevant Devon County Council questionnaire in the format set out on the website, (in italics).
The 2020 Vision Exeter project has 6 elements:
1. Setting a local carbon target that is commensurate with the climate crisis:   45% cut in CO2 by 2020.  90% cut before 2030.
2. Creating an attractive vision for a low carbon Exeter.
3. Developing a community-wide Carbon Descent Action Plan which is created and delivered by the community.
4. Measuring progress and inspiring individual action by setting up Carbon Rationing Action Groups.
5. Creating momentum to ensure that the low carbon ethic becomes an integral part of Exeter life.
6. Doing all this under a "Local Agenda 21" style community led process.
Our website:
http://www.2020visionexeter.org.uk

Our Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=224685473481
A:  Cycling:
Do you agree or disagree with the location of the cycling routes?
 - Primary:

Agree
 - Secondary:

Agree
Do you agree or disagree with linking schools, residential areas, key employment sites and the city centre to the cycle network?




Strongly agree   (Duh)

Are there any other locations that you believe need to be connected to the primary or secondary routes?




Yes

There needs to be a proper cycle path linking St Davids with Duryard and  Pennsylvania.  It is misleading for the Exeter Cycle Map to recommend Lower Argyle Road and Belvedere Road as safe routes for cycling, when in fact they are unmaintained tracks and as such only suitable for mountain bikes with off-road tyres. If they were converted into maintained cycle paths they would complement the existing route running along the SE edge of Streatham Campus.

Further comments on Cycling:

· We agree that the Cycle Exeter project has improved cycling in Exeter, but in view of the fact that cycling is the most sustainable form of transport, this mode of transport should receive the highest priority and the highest level of funding.
· One concern is that the bus priority measures created for Project Exe-press will create new dangers for cyclists especially at junctions.

· We believe that a more strategic view of cycling over the next 10 years is required, with a view to increasing cycling to at least 20% of journeys.  And to 35% by 2030.

· One of the key areas for making cycling safer is to concentrate on junctions.  Either through ensuring an advanced stop line fully connected to a dedicated cycle lane, or by having a cycle-only phase at junctions.
B:  Project Exe-press:

Please rate each of the following potential improvements, which would help to achieve the Project Exe-press vision. 

 - 10 minute frequency on main bus routes     

Most important
 - Excellent value fares 




Most Important
 - Real Time Passenger Information 


Important
 - Information to mobile phones 



Neither
 - Smartcard technology (off-bus ticketing reduces time spent at bus stops)









Important 

 - Through ticketing (use of ticket on other buses and rail)









Most important

 - Tram-like buses 





Neither
 - Optically-guided buses allowing smoother journeys and improved boarding









Unimportant

 - Environmentally-friendly vehicles 









Most important

 - On board comfort (air conditioning and spacious, comfortable seats) 









Important

 - TV screens on board 




Unimportant
 - Level boarding at every stop 



Most important
 - Entrance and exit at front and rear of bus 

Neither
 - Additional bus lanes to enable buses to pass queued traffic 









Important

 - Bus priority at traffic signals 



Important
 - Do nothing






Least important
Additional comments on Project Exe-press:

· There is mixed opinions from the group on this, mainly due to the narrowness of some of the roads selected for the priority routes.  However, if this is combined with a deliberate traffic reduction policy on these routes then this policy can be made to work.

· It is clear that public transport must become more attractive if the percentage of people travelling by bus is to increase.  And therefore we generally support the introduction of this project.
· A further possibility for an express route is to by-pass Alphington Road along the canal, taking Marsh Barton and park and ride traffic.


· There is a concern about whether air-conditioning is consistent with a low carbon approach, and perhaps fresh air cooling would be the best option here.  Air conditioning would undermine any gains made from fuel efficient engines.
· Through ticketing should remove all distinctions between different bus companies. A day ticket or season ticket should be valid on all routes within a given area.
· To encourage office workers to switch from car use to public transport, inter-town bus routes should serve edge-of-town business parks, not just town centres. 

· There also needs to be more express routes serving the main trunk roads.

· Include the possibility of a link between Sowton and Monkerton to create an additional circular route.
· We support the option to improve bus services across Exeter to accord with the quality of the Exe-press system.

C:  Park and Ride Options:
Would you support the proposed Park and Ride sites in Exeter?


-  Alphington Road


Strongly support

- Cowley Bridge Road

Strongly support
Further comments on Park and Ride:

· There are two other major corridors into Exeter that are not yet covered by Park and Ride; Topsham Road and Pinhoe Road corridors.

· There is also a need to consider more and enhanced rail based Park and Ride sites located closer to the start of car journeys. (e.g. Crediton, Honiton, Newton Abbot).
· The ground surface of Park and Ride car parks should be porous to ensure no additional surface water burden.

D:  Rail Options - Devon Metro:

Would you support a bid for further investment in rail?





Strongly support
Further Comments on Rail Options:

· Another possibility is the re-dualing of the Topsham to Exeter Central line, allowing greater frequency, and also picking up park and ride at Sowton and Digby.
E:  Road Improvements:

Do you agree/disagree with the locations of future road improvements?





Against
Do you think additional road improvements are needed, other than those identified?




No

General Comments on Road Improvements:

· The seriousness about climate change forces us to fundamentally reconsider our policy-making towards the motor car.  For too long we have seen traffic emissions rising, and making it even harder to meet our climate commitments.  It is time for a radical appraisal focused on the overwhelming need to reduce traffic, and to reduce it as soon as possible.

· It is generally considered that any new road building, road widening or junction improvements that expand capacity will just cause traffic growth.  There may be a short term congestion advantage, but that is all.
· A large proportion of the £70 million pounds allocated to road improvements should be specifically allocated to measures that will genuinely reduce traffic.
F:  General:

What other things can be done to improve traffic conditions in Exeter?  
Please rate each of the following options.     
 - Road pricing/congestion charge    



Most Important 
 - Road widening - may involve loss of properties and gardens or removal of parking









Least important

 - Areas where highly polluting vehicles are banned 

Important
 - Higher parking charges in city centre 



Important
 - Workplace parking charges 




Most Important
 - Travel planning and greater promotion of sustainable modes 









Important

 - More flexible working arrangements 



Unimportant
 - Greater use of teleconferencing (reducing the need to travel) 











Important

 - Improved ICT Broadband coverage (reducing the need to travel) 









Neither

 - Freight consolidation centres (reducing the numbers of HGVs on city roads)









Important

Further General Comments:

· Local visitor attractions and accommodation providers should provide full up-to-date public transport information. Simply quoting the Traveline number is not enough.  They should also consider introducing joint entrance fee plus accommodation plus travel packages.

· Businesses relocating to Exeter should encourage their staff to factor in public transport options into their choice of where to live.  When the Met Office was preparing for relocation, they put together a map displaying travel times by car to the new site from the surrounding counties, but nothing equivalent for public transport, instead referring users to the timetables!  A major shift towards businesses adopting measurable green travel plans must be considered
· It would have been good if they'd also mentioned support for car sharing and car club schemes.

· A recent high court case judgement has stated that the 2003 Air Transport White Paper – the foundation of airport expansion plans across the country - is now obsolete because it is inconsistent with the Climate Change Act 2008, and the Committee on Climate Change’s recent concerns about air travel expansion.  It is therefore a shame that many of the proposals in the document seem to imply that the expansion of Exeter Airport is inevitable.
We are aware that this consultation is part of the overall consultation for the third Local Transport Plan (LTP) for Devon 2011–2026.  We would like Devon County Council and Exeter City Council to take this consultation one stage further, and request that you jointly develop a specific and wide ranging “Local Agenda 21” style working party to develop an Exeter Transportation Policy that sets a carbon reduction target for traffic in Exeter of at least 60% by the end of the LTP period.
2020 Vision Exeter members:

... ... 
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